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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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DDT  for  the  Ccntro?.  of  Clothes  Lioths  and  Carpet  Beetles 


There  are  indications  that  DDT  nay  be  used  successfullv  for  con- 
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trolling  clothes  moths  and  carpet  beetles.     Further  investi [Rations 
will  be  necessary  before  Y:e  '.vili  be  in  a  position  to  I'-'iahe  definite 
rcGoinTuendat ions ,    At  t?ie  present  tiivie  Y:e  are  sugr^.e sting:  that  a 
5-percent  solrition  of  DDT  in  deodorized  kerosene  nay  be  used  to 
spray  on  closet  surfaces,  around  baseboards,  on  floors,  on 
carpets,   or  on  other  surfaces  v/here  the  insects  are  developing 
or  -A^iere  they  will  come  in  contact  vrith  tne  DDT  deposit  that 
is  left  after  the  liquid  has  evaporated. 

The  DDT  has  no  fumigating  effect  and  insects  v.^hich  rsnain  in 
unsprayed  places  or  on  fabrics  vrhich  have  not  been  treated  vrill 
not  be  affected.     They  ir.ust  contact  the  deposit  in  order  to  be 
killed.     Death  will  not  occur  iimned lately  after  this  contact, 
but  will  cor.e  about  several  hours  later.     Carpet  beetle  larvae 
are  killed  nore  slowly  than  sor;e  ether  insec:cs  and  in  sorne  cases 
luay  not  die  until  10  days  to  2  weeks  after  their  original  ex- 
posure to  DDT,     During  this  tijTie,  hov:ever,  it  can  be  observed 
that  they  are  not  normal  and  the  indicatioi-S  are  that  all 
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feeding  has  been  stopped. 


The  spray  should  be  applied  only  in  sufficient  quantity  to 
noisten  tiie  svrface  rrhich  is  being  treated.     One  thorough 
application  will  be  effective  for  a  period  of  froii  several 
weeks  to  several  nonths,   so  frequent  treatnent s  are  not 
nece  ssary , 

YJ'here  carpet  beetle  larvae  are  living,  in  cracks  in  the  flooring 
special  attention  should  be  paid  to  spra^^ing  the  solution  in 
these  places,     A  10-percent  DDT  povrdcr  can  also  be  applied  by 
means  of  a  hand  duster  so  the  povrder  can  be  blov.Ti  into  the 
cracks.     This  treatment  can  be  used  under  carpets  where  the 
wh.ite  deposit  of  the  povrder  will  not  be  ob iecti orable ,  The 
dust  can  also  be  blown  behind  baseboards  and  into  other  cracks 
and  crevices  that  would  be  difficult  to  treat  v:ith  a  spray, 

DDT  shovv's  promise  as  a  r:othproof ing  treatment,  but  here  again 
additional  work  is  required  to  determine  the  best  solvent,  the 
optim.um  strength  of  the  solution,  and  the  best  m.ethod  of  tr-^ating 
fabrics  in  order  to  deposit  the  necessar;.;'"  am.ount  of  DDT  in  the 
fibers.     Until  these  factors  are  determined  v/e  are  suggesting 
that  a  5-percent  solution  of  DDT  in  deodorized  kerosene  can  be 
sprayed  onto  fabrics.     This  solution  will  not  injure  any  fabrics 
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upon  vj-hich  an  ordinary  fly  spray  could  be  used  ^;.'ith  safety. 
An  exce-ssive  application  may  leave  a  %^isible  deposit  of  DDT 
in  dark  fabrics.     This  is  not  a  pornanent  injun''^  hov/ever, 
and  can  be  removed  by  dry  cleaning.     In  some  cases  brushing 
v:ill  rem.ove  a  visible  frosty  bloon  T:hich  may  appear  after  tr 
spray  has  dried. 

Since  the  oil  is  inflammable  the  spraj^ing  should  not  be  done 
near  an  open  fire.  If  the  oil  solution  gets  on  the  skin  of 
the  operator  it  should  be  washed  off  rather  prom.ptly. 


